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Global Protests Call on China to Reject Destructive East African Oil Pipeline

(Kampala, Uganda — 20 November 2023) Hundreds of environmental and community
activists staged peaceful protests at the corporate headquarters of some Chinese banks
and insurance firms, as well as Chinese embassies across Africa, Europe and North America
today, demanding those institutions commit not to support further development of the
controversial East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP). Actions have been organized by local
civil society and community-based organizations working alongside people who have been
or will be directly and indirectly impacted by EACOP and the associated upstream oil
projects in Uganda, Tanzania and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). They took
place in Kampala (Uganda), Dar es Salaam (Tanzania), and Kinshasa (DRC), with solidarity
actions happening in Tshwane (South Africa), Paris (France), New York (USA) and London
(UK). On Friday, 17th November, another action, led by the Ugandan Diaspora community,
took place at the Chinese Embassy in Washington, D.C. (USA). Hundreds of people
worldwide have also participated in online actions in parallel with the peaceful protests.

Affected people who oppose EACOP have turned their focus to China and Chinese financial
institutions following reports that they are considering stepping in to back EACOP after
numerous North American, European and Japanese banks and insurers have committed not
to do so, citing climate, environmental and human rights concerns. StopEACOP and allied
activists are urging China and Chinese firms not to be a “last resort” for a project with such a
devastating social and environmental impact on Africa. Today’s actions are focused
specifically on the state-owned China Export & Credit Insurance Corporation (SINOSURE),
the Export-Import Bank of China (China Exim), and the Industrial and Commercial Bank of
China (ICBC), institutions that have been reported to be likely get involved with the pipeline
project. Affected people and their allies have reached out to these firms and other Chinese
banks in the past to alert them to their concerns about the project, but they have never
received a response.

At each action, the groups set out to deliver petitions signed by thousands of directly
impacted citizens opposed to the planned 1443 km heated pipeline. Other documents,
including expert analysis outlining the environmental and socio-economic impacts of
EACOP, were also prepared for delivery to the relevant entities. Unfortunately, officials from
the Chinese Embassies in Uganda and South Africa refused to receive the documents,
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despite a prior commitment made by the Embassy in South Africa that they would come
down to accept the aforementioned materials. In Kampala, seven activists were arbitrarily
arrested and have now been detained at the Jinja Road Police Station. This forms part of the
ongoing suppression of Ugandan citizens’ right to protest and the consistent brutalisation of
activists who seek to assert their opposition to the harmful EACOP project.

If completed, the pipeline would extend from Hoima, Uganda, to Tanga, Tanzania. It is
expected to transport oil from two oil fields inWestern Uganda andmay eventually connect
to oil blocks in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The controversial EACOP project
threatens pristine ecosystems, biodiversity hotspots, water resources and community lands,
and the project would lead to an estimated 379 million tonnes of CO2 emissions,
contradicting global climate goals.

The day of action is part of escalating tactics to block EACOP, including lawsuits,
shareholder advocacy, policy engagement and civil disobedience. In the lead-up to the
COP28 summit, EACOP-affected people and their allies vowed not to stand by as the
controversial pipeline locks the East Africa region into decades of expanded fossil fuel
extraction that destroys biodiversity and local livelihoods.

Quotes

StopEACOP Coordinator Zaki Mamdoo said, "Today, people stood united across borders to
say this dangerous pipeline project must be stopped. We urge SINOSURE, China Exim Bank
and the ICBC to listen to local communities and respect their rights, aspirations and agency.
By refusing to provide insurance or financing for EACOP, these entities must prove that they
are not simply interested in profiting at the expense of Africa’s wellbeing."

Richard Senkondo, Executive Director OCE said, "This pipeline will destroy our land and
water - our very way of life. It poses a grave threat to the environment and the well-being
and rights of our communities. Any institution still committed to supporting this project is
perpetrating injustice. We are united with allies around the world in our continued resistance
against this harmful project. Instead of supporting such projects, we urge these Chinese
institutions to be a true ally to the African continent by favouring the development of
people-centred renewable energy to power Africa's future."

Brian Atuheire, Executive Director, AIFE Uganda said, “Every time activists and communities
stand up to peacefully oppose EACOP in Uganda, they are brutalised and arbitrarily arrested.
Today, seven young activists have been detained for peacefully protesting outside the
Chinese Embassy in Kampala. Despite the repression, we remain resolute and have drawn
strength and courage from the incredible show of solidarity from comrades worldwide.”



###

Notes to Editors:

Photos and videos from each action can be found here.

To arrange interviews with spokespeople from organizing groups or for more information about
individual actions, please contact StopEACOP digital communications lead Abiud Onyach at
Abiud.onyach@350.org.

Location details

The actions took place at the following locations:

● Dar es Salaam, Tanzania – 10:00 am EAT outside of the Chinese embassy
● Kampala, Uganda – 10:00 am EAT outside of the Chinese embassy
● Kinshasa, DRC – 10:00 am WAT outside of the Chinese embassy
● Tshwane, South Africa – a solidarity action is taking place at 10:00 am SAST outside

the Chinese embassy
● London, UK – a solidarity action is taking place at 08:00 am GMT outside the

SINOSURE offices
● Paris, France – a solidarity action is taking place at 11:00 am CET outside the China

Exim Bank & ICBC offices

A solidarity action also took place in Washington, DC, USA, at 2:00 pm EST on Friday 17
November, outside the Chinese Embassy.

About StopEACOP

#StopEACOP is a global campaign against constructing the East African Crude Oil pipeline
(EACOP). This proposed 1,443-kilometer heated pipeline will transport oil from Hoima,
Uganda, to the port of Tanga in Tanzania. An alliance of local groups, communities, and
African and global organisations leads the campaign. The #StopEACOP Coalition has been
calling for a stop to the proposed pipeline and associated oil fields at Tilenga and Kingfisher.
The #StopEACOP campaign is gathering momentum, building pressure on the remaining
supporters and financiers of the East African Crude Oil Pipeline. AEGIS London, Arch Capital
Group Ltd and Britam Holdings recently announced they would not offer the project
insurance coverage. So far, 27 major banks and 23major (re)insurers have ruled out support
for the pipeline. Some key financial institutions yet to commit to not funding EACOP include
ICBC and Standard Bank.
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